Child Care Assistance Program Eligibility Levels

The 200% Income Eligibility Levels for child care assistance have increased effective June 1, 2022 and will
be in place until July 31, 2022. Commencing August 1, 2022, the income eligibility threshold for child
care assistance will increase to 300%.

State Income Standards

The income threshold for child care assistance, funded by the CCBG, used for determining initial
eligibility and continuing eligibility at the 12-month redetermination for child care assistance, is based
on a percentage of the state income standards. State income standards are established using poverty
guidelines that are updated periodically in the Federal Register [87 Fed. Reg. 3315] by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, under the authority of 42 U.S.C. § 9902(2). This information
is used to update each district’s Welfare Management System services matrix.

State Median Income

For child care assistance eligibility, the federal Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014
requires that a family’s income not exceed 85% of the state median income (SMI). As such, a family will
be found ineligible or no longer eligible for child care assistance, funded by the CCBG, if their income
exceeds this amount at determination or during the 12-month eligibility period. SMl is defined in 18
NYCRR Part 415.1(ae) as the most recent SMI data published by the U.S. Census Bureau for a family of
the same size, updated for a family size of four and adjusted for family size. According to the 2016-20
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates published by the U.S. Census Bureau in Table B19119,
Median Family Income in the Past 12 Months, the median income for a family of four in New York is
$109,716. Using the SMI for a family of four, the New York State Office of Children and Family Services
(OCFS) has calculated the median income for a family size of one to 20 utilizing the recommended
formula provided by the Administration for Children and Families for the Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP).

State Income Standards

The following are the annual income standards to be used, effective June 1, 2022, to determine
eligibility for child care services funded by the CCBG, between June 1, 2022, and May 31, 2023. As
indicated in 22-OCFS-INF-04, Notification of Changes to the Child Care Assistance Program as a Result of
the State Fiscal Year 2023 Enacted Budget, the 200% SIS is to be used from June 1, 2022, through July
31, 2022, until the 300% SIS becomes effective on August 1, 2022.

Family Size New York State 200% SIS 300% SIS
Income (until 7/31/22) (starting 8/1/22)

Standard (SIS)

1 $13,590 $27,180 $40,770
2 $18,310 $36,620 $54,930
3 $23,030 $46,060 $69,090
4 $27,750 $55,500 $83,250
5 $32,470 $64,940 $97,410
6 $37,190 $74,380 $111,570
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